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§61.55

applicable. The highest-ranked applica-
tions for which funding is available,
within highest priority funding cat-
egory if applicable, will be selected to
receive a technical assistance grant in
accordance with their ranked order, as
determined under §61.53. If funding pri-
orities have been established and funds
are still available after selection of
those applicants in the highest priority
group, VA will continue to condi-
tionally select applicants in lower pri-
ority categories in accordance with the
selection method set forth in this para-
graph subject to available funding.

(b) In the event of a tie between ap-
plicants, VA will use the score from
§61.53(c) to determine the ranking.

(c) For those applicants selected to
receive a technical assistance grant,
VA will execute an agreement and
make payments to the grant recipient
in accordance with §61.61.

(d) The amount of the technical as-
sistance grant will be the estimated
total operational cost of the technical
assistance over the life of the technical
assistance grant award as specified in
the technical assistance grant agree-
ment. Payments may be made for no
more than the period specified in the
Notice of Fund Availability.

(e) VA will not pay for sustenance or
lodging for the nonprofit community
participants or attendees at training
conferences offered by technical assist-
ance grant recipients; however, the
grantee may use grant funds to recover
such expenses.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2064)

§61.55 Technical assistance reports.

Each technical assistance grantee
must submit to VA a quarterly report
describing the activities for which the
technical assistance grant funds were
used, including the type and amount of
technical assistance provided and the
number of nonprofit community-based
groups served.

(Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 2064)

(The Office of Management and Budget has
approved the information collection require-
ments in this section under control number
2900-0554)
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Subpart F—Awards, Monitoring,
and Enforcement of Agreements

§61.61 Agreement and funding ac-
tions.

(a) Agreement. When VA selects an ap-
plicant for grant or per diem award
under this part, VA will incorporate
the requirements of this part into an
agreement to be executed by VA and
the applicant. VA will enforce the
agreement through such action as may
be appropriate, including temporarily
withholding cash payments pending
correction of a deficiency. Appropriate
actions include actions in accordance
with the VA common grant rules at 38
CFR parts 43 and 49 and the OMB Cir-
culars, including those cited in §61.66.

(b) Obligating funds. Upon execution
of the agreement, VA will obligate
funds to cover the amount of the ap-
proved grant/per diem, subject to the
availability of funding. Payments will
be for services rendered, contingent on
submission of documentation in the
form of invoices or purchase agree-
ments and inspections, as VA deems
necessary. VA will make payments on
its own schedule to reimburse for
amounts expended. Except for in-
creases in the rate of per diem, VA will
not increase the amount obligated for
assistance under this part after the ini-
tial obligation of funds.

(¢c) Deobligating funds. VA may
deobligate all or parts of funds obli-
gated under this part:

(1) If the actual total cost for assist-
ance is less than the total cost stated
in the application; or

(2) If the recipient fails to comply
with the requirements of this part.

(d) Deobligation procedure. Before
deobligating funds under this section,
VA will issue a notice of intent to ter-
minate payments. The recipient will
have 30 days to submit documentation
demonstrating why payments should
not be terminated. After review of any
such documentation, VA will issue a
final decision concerning termination
of payment.

(e) Other government funds. No funds
provided under this part may be used
to replace Federal, state or local funds
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